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Minutes of the April 6, 2009 meeting of ROG at the All Saints Episcopal Church.

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by ROG’s president, George Harman.

A motion to approve the minutes for the February meeting was made by Jonathan Schwartz and seconded by Bruce Galanter.  There was no March meeting due to inclement weather.

Treasurer’s Report: Our bank account balance stands at $2,157.56

Special presentation:  Jessie Bialek, County Planner for District 3 and Peirce Macgill presented an overview of the process that will be used to form a plan for Main Street Revitalization.  The plan will concern commercial properties, not residential properties. There are two paths for forming such a plan: a traditional, 2-year development process or a 2-day “charrette” where county planners, community members and outside contractors gather at a strategic location and work out the details over the 48 hours.

A charrette is planned for Turner’s Station this year.  The time frame for Reisterstown—gathering information during this spring and summer.  A Steering Committee (please volunteer if you are interested and have the time to serve on this committee) will then start meeting monthly from September 09 through March 2010, leading up to a possible charrette in spring or summer ’10.

A survey was passed out to all attendees so that questions and concerns could be passed on to the County Planning Office (see attached document).  Several questions were raised and discussed: possible electric signs approved and installed before the charrette takes place; the boundaries of Main Street has not been set—possibly a 2-tier plan might work with tier 1 being for Main St proper (7 blocks) and tier 2 for the extended area from Butler Rd through Franklin Blvd.

Reports from our elected officials:

Jon Schwartz for Del. Cardin: Rosewood is currently the designated “Disaster Recovery Site.” This must be changed due to the closing of the facility.  A new site under consideration is the JCC if a new generator can be procured.

Norma Bosley for Del. Stein: Congratulations to Dana on the birth of his second daughter, Juliana!

Bill #1560 is proposed for an open space grant.

Adele Kass for Kevin Kamenetz: A community plan is being formed to recommend to the State how to divest Rosewood. The surplus land must be offered first to state agencies, then to the county as currently zoned. The proceeds from the sale of the land must go to the MD Dept of Mental Health.

***ROG will welcome our elected officials at our May 4th meeting when they will report on the recently completed legislative session.

Committee Reports:

Police – Officer Krueger advised us that one arrest has been made in connection with several acts of vandalism in the Fields of Sagamore.

Sue Kessler for PCRC: Officers Appreciation Day is June 6th.  Tax-deductible donations are most welcome!

***A motion was made by Norma and approved for ROG to donate $100 to PCRC.

Old Business: WAWA—As it stands now, the agreed upon covenants are currently up to the community to enforce. A motion was made by Norma and seconded by Jon to authorize Mr. President to work with Mr. Jablon to incorporate the covenants into a Zoning Officers decision. In addition a request should be made for the demolition of the existing building that is an eyesore and is full of animals.

New Business: 
Tony Baysmore of the Office of Community Conservation urges anyone needing foreclosure help to contact his office. Contact Yvette Forman at 410-887-3317.

Noel Levy presented a collection of stake signs that he removed from their illegal placement! Though all agreed the signs are a nuisance, enforcing the law is difficult. A motion was made by Calvin and seconded by Noel that a press release be given to the local media notifying readers of “a community campaign to rid the area of stake signs.”

***Another motion was made and seconded to request a moratorium be placed on new electric signs in the area from Butler Rd to Franklin Blvd until the Main Street Revitalization Plan can be put into place.  [Note—the minimum 15-sec. frequency requirement goes into effect June 1, 2009.]

Community News:

A prominent businessman in the community, Henry Lewis, has end-stage brain cancer. [Mr. Lewis has since passed away.-Secretary]

Marcie Goodman’s husband is undergoing heart surgery.

Upcoming events: Bloomin’ Art Fest May 15 & 16th/ Reister’s Towne Festival Sept 12 & 13/ Corn Roast Oct 3.

***A motion was made for ROG to book a booth at the festival.

The meeting was adjorned at 9:40 p.m.

We have a presence on the web: www.marylandtowns.com/rog
Our minutes are posted there as well as our membership application/dues notice, our officers, etc.

The web pages are provided free of charge courtesy of Carol Payne of Main Street Embroidery.

The next meeting will be on Monday, May 4, 2009 at 7:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Mangels, Recording Secretary
Reisterstown Main Street Revitalization Plan

Questions for your consideration

1.
How is Main Street evolving – where do you think it is going?


What is good  - what is bad?

2.
Do you see changes that are of concern to you?  What are they?

3.
How do you like the variety of commercial goods and services?


What is missing?  What would you like to see more/less off?

4.
Do you have specific goals for Main Street?
What are they?

5.
Is the historic character of Main Street important to you?


Would you like the historic buildings to be preserved?

6.
How is your relationship with the business community?

7.
Are there beautification issues that you would like to be addressed?


What are they – façade treatment, street furniture, street trees, signage, 
banners?

Send responses to:

Ms. Jessie Bialek, Office of Planning

105 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 101

Towson, Maryland 21204

Email: Reisterstown@baltimorecountymd.gov
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