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Minutes of the May 5, 2008 meeting of ROG at the All Saints Church.

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by ROG’s president, George Harman.

The minutes of the April 7, 2008 meeting were approved as submitted.

Treasurer’s Report: Larry Dobres was unable to attend but submitted the bank balance by email to the recording secretary: $2,114.92. 

Legislative Update:

Sharon Paul representing County Executive Smith’s office announced several appointments to the following positions: Bill Jones, Senior Advisor; David Carroll, Director of Sustainability- a new cabinet position; and Jonas Jacobson, Director of Environmental Protection & Resource Management.

Dan Morhaim began his legislative summary by donating a Maryland state flag to ROG. Dr. Morhaim finished his 14th year in the state legislature—continuing to focus on streamlining government processes to maximize efficiency. He reported that pharmacy benefit managers are now regulated. Additional projects worked on: green building requirements for state buildings and school; lead in toys from China; and group homes.

Jon Cardin announced two bonds granted in the session—$250,000 for the Irvine Nature Center and the same for the Weinberg Village Senior Housing. The issue of the Rosewood Hospital Center closure and the future use of its land was not resolved this session and will remain an issue for the near future. 

Dana Stein briefly addressed some key issues. Education: $300 million budgeted for school construction and no tuition increase for undergraduate students next year in the state university system. DNA samples required for anyone charged with a violent crime; Chesapeake Bay critical areas bill; Increasing oversight of mortgage brokers.

Bobby Zirkin, completing his tenth year in the legislature, served on the Budget and Taxation Committee. He discussed several bills of particular interest to him: Sex Offender Law added a person’s internet name to the required information that must be registered; Three bills concerning group homes—allowing the Secretary to strip a home’s license/ the Secretary must OK any new home/ Bill of Rights for the kids in group homes. Bobby explained that the cell phone bill was defeated because it was poorly written.

Franklin District Police Report:

Officer Dan Krueger reported a decrease in most crime categories, however not in car thefts!

Library:

Barbara Salit-Mischel announced some library programs: Adult reading program for the summer and for youngsters, the issuance of their first library card.

Education:

Jonathan Schwartz said the consensus is the elementary school level will be the next “crunch.”

Old Business:

“Maryland Sings” sent a thank-you note, acknowledging receipt of the replacement check.

The next meeting will be on Monday, June 2, 2008 at 7:30 pm.

Gail Mangels, Recording Secretary
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