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Minutes of the May 3, 2010 meeting of ROG at the All Saints Episcopal Church.

The meeting was called to order by ROG’s president, Mary Molinaro.

The minutes of the April 5, 2010 meeting were approved as submitted.

Treasurer’s Report: Our checking account balance is currently at $2,187.92

President’s Comments: By visiting www.growinghome.info , you may download a coupon for $10. toward the cost of a tree of $25 or more. The website has a list of nurseries and trees for your selection.

Mary reminded everyone that the Bloomin’ Art Fest will be held May 15 and 16 at the Franklin Middle School.

Community Update: Harold Reid of the County Executive’s Office (hreid@baltimorecountymd.gov) attended our meeting to give us an update on the MetroCentre — On November’s election ballot, there will be a $19 million referendum for the construction of a library and college.  If approved, the funds will be available for construction  in fiscal year 2012.  There is an additional $6 million available for operations and infrastructure. Developer has been told that he must bring the utilities to the site and he has been granted a TIF, or tax incentives.
Legislative Reports: 
• Dan Morhaim -  Stevenson University remains the favored entity to take over the former Rosewood property.

The District 11 team won financial support for several projects. In particular, Dan was able to see that the Baltimore County Humane Society will receive funding. (A reminder that Dog Fest will be at the MD State Fairgrounds on June 19th)  Dan’s ongoing efforts to promote efficiencies in government operations resulted in several passed bills that will have an impact on healthcare in this state, e.g., facilitating the implementation of electronic medical records, reducing red tape in the licensing of nurse practioners, and helping physician assistants define their role on the healthcare team.
• Jon Cardin - $100,000 has been allocated for a sorely needed stadium for Owings Mills High School.  Sadly, the death of an Owings Mills bicyclist brought timely attention to a safety bill that passed requiring a 3 foot buffer around bicyclists on the road.  Early voting – there will be 3 locations in Balto. County for early voting 6 days (excl the Sunday) before the actual election day.

• Dana Stein – Prosecution of gang members strengthened by easing some of the legal technicalities. HB1353 makes it easier for medically trained veterans to enter the civilian healthcare field.  On October 1, 2010 the ban on hand-held cell phone use while driving takes effect. Once the financial literacy curriculum has been approved this June, the program will be required in all MD schools.

Guests:  Arnold Jablon and David Karceski, representing the owners of the Garrison Forest Shopping Center,

advised ROG of a filing for a parking variance in order to comply with current regulations.  A new restaurant (Buffalo Wild Wings) is going into the building formerly used by Tweeter.  The exterior of the center won’t change.

Committee Reports:

Police – Police Officers Appreciation Day is June 5th.  Donations of money and/or goods are most welcome.

Contact Sue Kessler if you haven’t received your solicitation letter.

Library — Melissa reported that the library held a volunteers luncheon at the China Moon. Activity reports show that March 2010 had the highest circulation numbers for the month since March 2004.
Transportation — Bruce Galanter, an avid bicyclist, was recruited to attend the next meeting of the Western County Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Plan – May 19.  He expressed his frustration that there is no bike path for getting from Reisterstown to Cockeysville.

New Business: 

A motion was made by Bruce Galanter and 2nd by Norma Bosley for ROG to contribute $100 to the PCRC, Precinct #3 for their Officers Appreciation Day. The motion carried.

The Nominating Committee presented the slate of officers for the new year:

President – Mary Molinaro

1st VP – Jonathan Schwarz

2nd VP – Bruce Galanter


Treasurer ​– Larry Dobres

Recording Secretary – Gail Mangels

Corresponding Secretary – Rose Bognanni

The election will be held at the June meeting.

The next meeting will be on Monday, June 7, 2010 at 7:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Mangels, Recording Secretary
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