


Minutes of the February 1, 2010 meeting of ROG at the All Saints Episcopal Church.

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by ROG’s president, Mary Molinaro.

The minutes of the January 4, 2009 meeting required 2 name corrections: Senator Zirkin’s new representative is Josh Wolf; Norma Bosley’s grandson is named Oliver Jacob.

Treasurer’s Report: Our checking account stands at $2,353.92. 

President’s Comments: Mary attended Senator Zirkin’s gala in January and while there, she spoke to Dana Stein about getting us back on track on Main Street Revitalization.

Mary and George Harman attended the first meeting on 1/19 of the Baltimore County Master Plan 2020 Advisory Council and distributed the minutes of the meeting to the attendees.  Mary posed the following question to be discussed at the 2nd meeting and asked members to forward their ideas to her: Why has “compact, mixed-use, walkable development” not happened in Baltimore County?

The Western County Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Plan first meeting was in January and was attended by DeeJay Jones on behalf of ROG.  This is the 2nd phase of this type of plan.

The Owings Mills New Town Community Association (OMNTCA) copied ROG on its letter requesting that the county initiate plans for a quality recreation center in Owings Mills such as the ones built in Reisterstown, Randallstown and Parkville.
Committee Reports:

Legislative/Councilmanic Updates:  Jonathon Schwarz for Jon Cardin mentioned that Jon is working on a three-foot bill that would codify a mandatory 3 ft. clearance by drivers when passing a bicyclist.  He also extended an invitation to visit the 11th District office whenever any of us are in Annapolis during the session.
Adele Kass told the group of a bill (being considered the same night in the Counci) that would require all contractors doing business with the county to go through the federal “e-verify” process to verify the legal status of their immigrant workers.  Adele gave us a flyer for the county’s “The Growing Home Campaign” that promotes the planting of trees by offering a $10 coupon through local nurseries.  Addt’l flyers are available at the R’town library. www.growinghome.info
Police/Fire:  Sue Kessler reported that Cpt. Rapp has retired and has been replaced by Cpt. Matthew McElwee.

Criminal activity – 14 lockers were broken into at the Extra Storage Facility on O.M. Blvd.

Fire department – The new addition at the R’town Volunteer Fire Dept will be quite large and beautiful, according to Sue who was able to tour the unfinished structure.
Library: Melissa reported that most glitches with the new software have been resolved. And she is just as happy to announce the arrival of a new color printer.  Library visitors will notice a new “on hold” section.

Education:  Jonathon explained that the Baltimore County School Board has delayed the implementation of the “AIM” assessment program, spearheaded by Dr. Barbara Desmond, due to wide-spread community opposition. 

Zoning/Code Enforcement:  Noel Levy gave an update on the wind turbine issue —The County Planning Board presented its recommendations to the County Council. Brian McIntyre has stated his opposition to the recommendations.

Old Business:  Mary and George attended the hearing regarding Camden Autobody and repeated the community’s dismay over the façade of the building.  In response, Camden’s architect has made some modifications to the planned addition.  In addition, there were 8 items that were requested by the Chartley Association to be added to the Hearing Officer’s decision.  Camden’s owner and lawyer hope that these concessions will result in ROG’s withdrawal of the objection.

New Business: A motion was made by George Harman and 2nd by Rose that the ROG officers and committee chairmen be empowered to appear, testify and write letters in support of County Council Bill #5-10 regarding PUDs with the exception of 4 points. Motion carried.  A letter to the council will be drafted immediately as the bill discussion and vote is soon.
The next meeting will be on Monday, March 1, 2010 at 7:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Mangels, Recording Secretary
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