


Minutes of the May 4, 2009 meeting of ROG at the All Saints Episcopal Church.

The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m. by ROG’s president, George Harman.

The minutes of the April meeting were approved with correction of the spelling of the word “charrette.”

Treasurer’s Report: Larry Dobres reported that our checking account has $1,998.92
Committee Reports:

Police – Officer Krueger claimed that there are no current “trends” in criminal activity in our area.

**A repeat reminder: Officers Appreciation Day is June 6th. Tax deductible donations are most welcome!

Library – Linda McCloud stood in for Melissa Gotsch. The summer reading program started registration on May 1st along with the free t-shirts. The program runs from June 15 to August 15.

Legislative Review:

Senator Zirkin started the review of this year’s legislative session. Bobby is now on the Budget and Tax Committee as well as the Public Safety Sub-committee. He reported on the following measures that passed:

Domestic violence issue – Judges may now order that firearms be prohibited for subjects of protective orders.

Drunk driving –  Only one Probation Before Judgment (PBJ) permitted in a ten year period.

Sex offenders must now list all Internet account names in the sexual offenders registry.

Death penalty – Stricter guidelines for sentencing passed.

Metro Town Center – More creative financing now allowed. State’s bonding ability will be used.

Rosewood - $100,000 designated for an environmental survey.
Juvenile justice – The former Bolling Brook facility has been purchased by a corporation from Denver – allowing the 300-bed facility to continue.

Delegate Wayne Kach from District 5B – Northern Baltimore County. Wayne formerly represented the ROG area from 1975 to 1995. Wayne serves on the Health and Government Operations Committee with Dan Morhaim. Concerns this year: changes to small group insurance policies and the low level of reimbursements to doctors in MD. He mentioned that a bill passed that recognizes a pet trust fund.

For fiscal year 2010, $2.6 billion of the stimulus money will be used to balance the budget.  Wayne expressed his concern for Maryland taxpayers if the state’s spending continues to increase every year. 
Del. Dan Morhaim gave an overview of the changes coming for small group market (2-50 employees) health plans. Nine of the bills sponsored by Dan passed this year, one of which is House Bill #533 for collective purchasing in MD by government agencies, schools and non-profits.

Two points of local interest –Funds have been designated for an emergency generator at the JCC on Gwynnbrook that will be used as the local emergency shelter once Rosewood closes. Sinai Hospital will get a major new wing as a pediatric center.

Jon Cardin spoke of an environmental measure to monitor impervious surfaces in MD as well as early voting and balloting paper trail. 

Dana Stein explained the reasoning behind his sponsorship of HB 547 for truth in advertising by car dealers. 

Financial literacy for young people is also a concern of his. Motor vehicle safety measures – raising the age by a couple of months for obtaining a provisional and a standard driver’s license. A law passed that banned texting while driving.

Old Business: 
The mulching/nursery business at 212 Cockeys Mill Road. George attended the zoning variance hearing.

County Council Bill 23-09 re: PUDs. The bill has been withdrawn.
New Business: The Nominating Committee, chaired by Norma Bosley, presented the slate of officers to be voted on at the June 1 meeting:

President: Mary Molinaro

First Vice President: Jonathan Schwarz

Second Vice President: Dave Simonetti

Treasurer: Larry Dobres

Recording Secretary: Gail Mangels

Corresponding Secretary: Rose Bognanni
The meeting was adjorned at 9:40 p.m.

We have a presence on the web: www.marylandtowns.com/rog
Our minutes are posted there as well as our membership application/dues notice, our officers, etc.

The web pages are provided free of charge courtesy of Carol Payne of Main Street Embroidery.

The next meeting will be on Monday, June 1, 2009 at 7:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Mangels, Recording Secretary
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