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Minutes of the May 2, 2011 meeting of ROG at the All Saints Episcopal Church.

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by ROG’s president, Mary Molinaro.

The minutes of the April 2011 meeting were approved as written.

Treasurer’s Report:  Our checking account has a balance of $2056.56

President’s Comments:  Mary made note of Kevin Kamentz’s named replacement for Mike Mohler in Code Enforcement: Lionel Van Dublin. David Kirby remains as Inspector.

Mary joined a meeting of BGE/Constellation Energy representatives re: substations in the area. The northwest substation now has a paved access road and BGE has agreed to install landscaping around the fencing as weather permits in the future.  The second issue discussed was the planned 2nd substation on Kemp Road/Camp Holiday area. Efforts are under way to consider an alternate location in the Route 30 corridor while proceeding with the planning stage of the Kemp Rd station where land is already owned by BGE.

Legislative session “wrap up”

Dana Stein – Efforts were made to balance the State’s budget by cuts to pensions for state employees and several health-related programs, moving open space and Parks and Rec programs to capital funding instead of budget expenses, etc. Revenues were increased by increasing the fees for MVA vanity plates to $50, for registering titles for real estate, stepped increases in the sales tax on alcohol, etc. Funding will remain the same for education (note: The funds for K-12 + higher education represent one-half of the state budget).
Jon Cardin – Expanded on the upcoming alcohol sales tax increase: The projected proceeds for the 1st year are $90 million, of which $15 M is slated for the Developmental Disabilities Administration. Also from the initial $90 M will be one-time payments to Baltimore City and Prince George’s County for education (appropriations had already been committed to these 2 school districts for the new fiscal year, so an increase in revenue had to be passed).  Baltimore County schools will also benefit from this July 1st increase by receiving $7.5M.

Jon worked with the PEW Foundation on the States to improve the exchange of information between the State Board of Elections, Motor Vehicle Administration and multiple in- and out of state agencies. A more accurate and secure database is the goal. Online voter registration is also a benefit of this coordination.

Bobby Zirkin – Senate Judicial Committee dealt with issues such as drunk driving/ignition interlock device; human trafficking/sex trade; Maryland divorce laws; requirement for the juvenile justice department to report on the recidivity rate of juveniles in their care; criminal child neglect is now easier to prosecute and convict; a peace order (a “stay away order”) now on the same level as a protective order. A bill passed at the last minute creating a punishment for drivers deemed “grossly negligent” and responsible for killing others in accidents.

Dealers in Baltimore County are not allowed to sell cars on Sunday—an issue to be addressed in the future. The selection process for the Baltimore County Board of Education—only 4 districts still have 100% appointed boards—is an issue under examination. SB 167 In-state Tuition Bill passed allowing community colleges to charge the lower, in-state tuition for undocumented immigrants if two years of paid income taxes by the parents are verified.

A special session of the Legislature for the purpose of redistricting begins in September 2011.

Baltimore County report:  Tony Baysmore reported on the good news in Baltimore County government: no new taxes, no layoffs and no furloughs! The Reserve Fund was used to balance the budget. Tony reminded the meeting of the  iWatch program that will send out crime alerts to those who sign up. www.baltimorecountymd.gov/iwatch
Jonathan Schwarz for Vicki Almond advises that the makeup of the Board of Education in the future is also in the “front burner” for the County Council, as is the upcoming redistricting. Group homes in residential neighborhoods—Federal laws must be observed, but local variances might be used to restrict the undesirable impacts on residents.

Committees:

Police: Officer Krueger gave a brief summary of recent police activity, in addition to discussing the enforcement of vehicle violations in the community. He also reminds us all to regularly check the online sex registry for our immediate area. 

Library: Melissa’s replacement at the Reisterstown Library, Abby Cooley, told us the theme of this summer’s reading program “One World, Many Stories.”
Zoning/Hearings: George pointed out that when a developer asks for design approval, the county only requires that the minimum standards are met—not that the site design is the best for that site.

Community news:  REMINDER: Bloomin’ Art Fest is Saturday, May 21 and Sunday, May 22.

The next meeting will be on Monday, June 6, 2011 at 7:30 pm 

Gail Mangels, Recording Secretary
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