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Minutes of the April 4, 2011 meeting of ROG at the All Saints Episcopal Church.

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by ROG’s president, Mary Molinaro.

The minutes of the March 2011 meeting were approved as written.

Treasurer’s Report:  Larry announced that our checking account stands at $2,402.56

Guest Speakers:  Robert Pollokoff of Fedder Management Co., representing the owners of Reisterstown Shopping Center, came to explain the reason for their zoning variance request for a new sign at the entrance of the shopping center. New county regulations state that 3 lines of text are allowed on the pylon sign, however the management company wants to be able to offer road front signage to the tenants they are working to attract. The height of the planned new sign will be the same as the existing sign.  Mr. Pollokoff confirmed that Big Lots will be coming into 2/3 of the old Ames space.  Once the tenants finish their leases on the north side of the center (approx July), that section will be torn down.  Hibachi Grill is due to open shortly in the old Hollywood Video space.

President’s Comments:  Mary gave a report on the meeting in Annapolis concerning the JCS’s request for a bond issue to help fund an addition to the existing pre-school building.  JCS currently leases space on Park Center but wishes to build a pre-fab, 2 story structure on top of the pre-school. She clarified several concerns expressed by area residents. The Jewish Community Services provides services to Jewish and non-Jewish clients. We were joined by Toba Rainess, asst. director for communications for government and community relations for the Baltimore Jewish Council, who also attended the Annapolis meeting.


As required every ten years, a redistricting commission will be holding public hearings before preparing a recommendation to the County Council for redrawing the lines for the 7 districts.

Committees:

Police:  Officer Krueger gave a summary of the March crime activity in our area. 

Sue Kessler announced that Officer Appreciation Day is on June 11, 2011 for the Franklin Precinct officers and their families. Donations of goods, services or money are most welcome. Contact Sue for more details:  susieqkess@verizon.net 

Baltimore County report:  Tony Baysmore reminded us of the timing of the budget release: the County Executive is waiting for the closure of the State Legislature in Annapolis, then plans to release the FY 2012 county budget on 4/14/11.  Tony passed out a flyer with information on the County’s iWatch program that will send out crime alerts to those who sign up.

www.baltimorecountymd.gov/iwatch
Library:  Melissa Gotsch was promoted to the Catonsville branch. We wish her well in her new location.
Zoning/Hearings: George pointed out that when a developer asks for design approval, the county only requires that the minimum standards are met—not that the site design is the best for that site.
Old Business:  A bill was presented in both the House and Senate to make the Board of Education a hybrid of appointed and elected members. The outcome is a task force set up for the summer to study the feasibility of such a plan.


The requested grant for funds to “spruce up” Main Street by Reisterstown Improvement Association has been received. New trashcans and benches have been ordered. The Franklin Garden Club will be planting some flowers as part of the beautification project.

New Business:

Community news:  REMINDER: Bloomin’ Art Fest is Saturday, May 21 and Sunday, May 22.


The requested grant for funds to “spruce up” Main Street by Reisterstown Improvement Association has been received. New trashcans and benches have been ordered. The Franklin Garden Club will be planting some flowers/plants as part of the beautification project.
*A motion was made by Gary Lenz and 2nd by Bruce Galanter that ROG send $100 to All Saints Church in appreciation of the use of their hall for our meetings. The motion passed.

**A motion was made by Norma Bosley and 2nd to donate $100 to the PCR Officer Appreciation Day. The motion carried.

***A motion as made by Bruce Galanter and 2nd for ROG to have a booth (at a cost of $50) at the 2011 Reisterstown Festival. Motion carried.

****A motion was made by Bruce and 2nd by Norma for ROG to officially endorse a recommendation to redraw district lines for one district for the ROG area. Motion carried.

*****A motion by George and Gary that any officer may speak in favor of the new Reisterstown Shopping Center sign carried.

The next meeting will be on Monday, May 2, 2011 at 7:30 pm 

Respectfully submitted,

Gail Mangels, Recording Secretary
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