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December 3, 2007

Zoning Hearing Office
Baltimore County Office Building, Room 111
111 West Chesapeake Avenue

Towson, MD 21204






Re: Case Number 8-163-SPHXA
Dear Sir or Madam,
We are writing to express our concern about and opposition to the purchase and development of the property on 516 Reisterstown Road. The case is described as Southwest corner of Main Street(Rt. 140) and Stocksdale Avenue, east of Owings Avenue by Wawa. We have several reasons to believe that the development will be a detriment to the community and will not fit within the Historic design of the area. 
· A bill has been introduced by the County Council for the Reisterstown Road Corridor from Franklin Boulevard to Route 30 to be designated as a Renaissance Area. Our Chartley community organization directly borders historic Reisterstown and the designated Renaissance Area. The Chartley Homeowners Association strongly believes that a 24-7 Wawa store and gas station will not contribute to the goals of the Renaissance status and does not suit the historic nature of our town. 

· Reisterstown Road narrows at the location of the proposed Wawa store from 4 lanes of traffic to 2 lanes of traffic. The significant increase in traffic generated by a sixteen-pump gas station/ 24 hour convenience store will create a bottleneck and probable hazard entering and leaving the complex.

· The residential area adjacent to or across the street at the rear of the property will be directly impacted by the bright lighting which will obviously occur with a 24-hour operation of this magnitude. None of the other commercial properties near residential housing in the area are open 24-hours with the overhead lighting planned for this 16 pump gasoline facility. As primarily a residential community, we feel that it is not necessary for this 24-hour business. While Wawa representatives claim they have studied the area, we feel that they do not understand our community. 
· Burglaries of convenience stores are an increasing problem in our area. The Wawa operation will be an even more tempting target. With the potential for robbers to utilize our community or the residential areas bordering the Wawa as an escape route, residents are placed at increased risk.
· Deliveries to and trash service for these operations typically occur at night. Adjoining homes will not only be bathed in 24 hour bright light, they will also have their sleep disturbed by jarring truck noise. 

The Chartley Homeowners Association has discussed and evaluated this proposed purchase and development for several months. The overwhelming opinion has been in opposition.  The Wawa organization itself is not under attack. Many in the neighborhood have enjoyed the Wawa experience. We simply feel that the location they have chosen is not appropriate. They would do much better with a location that is in a less congested area and closer to an interstate that allows traffic flow through  the night and does not impact near-by homes or the historic character of the town they wish to serve.

We ask you to make a decision that is in the best interest of the community. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Molinaro

President

cc:

T. Bryan McIntire, Councilman 3rd District 

Kevin Kamenetz, Councilman 2nd District

Kenneth N. Oliver, Councilman 4th District

James T. Smith, Jr., County Executive

George Harmon, President, Reisterstown Owings Mills Glyndon Coordinating Council

Carolyn Eichler, President of Reisterstown Chamber of Commerce 

Brian Ditto, Executive Director, Reisterstown Chamber of Commerce

Mark Hemler, President, Country Club Estates Community Association

Barbara Reynolds, Glyndon Trace

Glenn Barnes, Long & Foster Realtors

