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By the time you read this, weôll 

have warm weather, grass to mow 

and lots of flowers blooming. How-

ever, it wasnôt that long ago that we 
were dealing with two blizzards and 

a water main break. The newspapers 

and other media covered all the big 
details, forecasts and other details. I 

was curious about how it affected our 

neighbors and how they dealt with 
the situations. 

We had two blizzards in five days. 

Of course, many people tried to stock 

up ahead of time, knowing that they 
may not be able to get out for a few 

days. Most people didnôt have a 

problem with that part. The snow 
started that Friday and ended Satur-

day night. By Sunday morning, the 

sun was shining and many of us 
started to tackle the snow. While 

many of us were able to get on the 

road on Sunday or Monday, many of 

the small courts and side streets 

hadnôt been plowed. The court next 

to me wasnôt plowed until right be-

fore the second blizzard. 

It hit and many other things came 
to a standstill . Schools and many 

other workplaces closed. You, our 

friends and neighbors in Chartley, 
showed your good side. Many of you 

checked on neighbors to see if they 

needed anything when you went out. 
I spoke with one family who, though 

they live on a corner, removed all the 

snow from their house to the corners 

on the adjoining streets. Thatôs a lot 
of shoveling! 

One of our neighbors lived in the 

northern states, so she wasnôt pa-
nicked or worried when we had the 

blizzards. She used to shovel snow 

off her rooftop with a snow rake. She 
loves this area and she helped look 

after some of her neighbors. Several 

of our neighbors, including her, had 
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Mission Statement 
The purpose of the Chartley Homeowners 

Association, Inc. is to promote the health, 
safety, pleasure, recreation and welfare of 
the residents of the homes within the Chart-
ley Area; to discuss and resolve issues that 
arise in or pertain to our area; to act in 
coordination with other civic organizations 
in the Reisterstown area; and to represent 
the interests of the members on the County 

and State level. 

Sonia Samuel, President 

410-833-4879 
kakanya@gmail.com 

Chatter Staff 

chatterstaff@verizon.net 
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Presidentôs Message 

Finally, it is officially spring. What 
a crazy winter we had. I know there 

was a lot of concern that neighbors 

were not maintaining sidewalks for 

the kids and others to walk on. I want 
to thank the neighbors who recog-

nized other neighbors for taking the 

extra effort to clear snow in the 
streets and on the sidewalks. And I 

especially want to thank the neigh-

bors who did the work and did it out 

of concern for safety of the neigh-
borhood. Thatôs what really defines a 

neighborhood, neighbors working 

together. 

Speaking of neighbors working 

together, we really need your par-

ticipation with CHA. It is not a 

huge commitment and we really 

need new, fresh perspectives. At the 

upcoming general meeting, we will 

be voting on new officers for the ex-
ecutive board. Please show your sup-

port for CHA and attend the general 

meeting to vote for the new officers. 

We would love to see you there. 
I hope you will consider becoming 

more involved with the Chartley 

community if you arenôt involved 
already. 

 

Happy spring! 
 

Membership 

As of the middle of March, 253 of 

the 790 households have paid their 

dues for the fiscal year 1009-1010. 

This number represents 32% of the 
households. 

The Association cannot afford to 

mail out reminders for the balance of 
this administrative year. Therefore, if 

you have not paid your membership 

dues, you can complete the Member-
ship Application on Page 15 of this 

newsletter. The Membership Com-

mittee will also be collecting dues at 

the Special Meeting on April 22. 
Again, you may pay for both the 

current year (2009-2010) and the 

next fiscal year (2010-2011.) The 

membership dues is $10 per year. 

This seems like a good time to re-

mind everyone of the ñWelcome to 
the Neighborhoodò letter that was 

developed earlier in the year. The 

letter is delivered to new homeown-
ers in Chartley and explains the mis-

sion of the CHA, the composition of 

the board of directors, and the Asso-

ciationôs standing committees. It also 
explains the purpose of the Citizen 

on Patrol (COP) and of course, The 

Chartley Chatter.  
The letter offers the new home-

owner a free membership for the re-

mainder of the current fiscal year. 
All the new homeowner has to do is 

complete an attached membership 

application and mail it to the Associ-

ation. Be sure to put the date they 
moved into Chartley. 

If you are aware of a new home-

owner in your neighborhood, you can 
email President Sonia (ka-

kanya@gmail.com) or the Chatter 

Staff (chatterstaff@verizon.net) and 
we will make sure that the new 

homeowner receives a ñWelcome to 

the Neighborhoodò letter. 

If you have any questions about 
your membership, please call Betsy 

Sloan at 410-833-5523. 

 

Camden Body and Fender 

Update 

As residents of the Chartley 

Homeowners Association, a few of 

us attended the January ROG meet-

ing when we learned that Camden 
Auto Body was attending to discuss 

their new plans. 

Camden wanted a variance from the 
County for a building they plan to 

put up on Main Street. While it is 

permitted by the County that they 

erect a second building where the old 
garden shop is now standing, the part 

of the building facing Main Street 

will now be 80 feet, wider than orig-
inally planned. The first building is 

75 feet along Main Street. They are 

also planning to put a parking lot to 

the right and back of the second 

building with an entrance onto Wal-

grove Road and pave the grass area 

to the left of the first building for 
more parking.  

Some members of ROG plus a few 

of the homeowners then informed 
Camden Auto Body owners they 

were disappointed that the exterior of 

their existing building was originally 

discussed to include brick and be of 
an historic design to blend with the 

area. The owners were surprised that 

no one liked it, as they hadnôt heard 
anything negative about it. As pre-

sented at the ROG meeting, the new 

building was going to have the same 
shiny metal finish with a white ga-

rage door facing Main Street. A few 

of the attendees at the meeting then 

took it upon themselves to write to 
the Zoning Commissioner and ex-

press their disapproval of the new 

exterior. This was part of the testi-
mony presented by ROG at the zon-

ing hearing.  

The owners of Camden had their 
architect modify the design and a few 

weeks later Camden owners and their 

lawyer called us to their offices to 

show us the new exterior of the 
building to be erected this spring. Itôs 

the same exterior material, but muted 

to a tan. There will be two sections 
which will have a more colorful 

brick like appearance and the lower 

section will have a textured block 

pattern. They also talked about add-
ing more shrubs and bushes along 

Main Street and down Walgrove 

Road. These plans and drawings will 
be available at our general meeting 

on April 22.  

After reviewing the new plans, the 
Chartley citizens who wrote letters of 

opposition then sent a letter to the 

Zoning Commissioner supporting 

their plan. The president of ROG 
notified the zoning commissioner to 

make his decision based on the in-

formation presented at the hearing. 
The commissioner has made his de-

cision approving the requests. 
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Crime in Chartley  

The two blizzards last month really 

slowed things down in Mary-
landéincluding crime. Crime 

throughout the state was significantly 

lower than in previous months. The 

chart below is a brief synopsis of 
crime both within our own Precinct 

3, as well as within Chartley, for the 

past 3 months and for the first half of 
March: 

As we reported in the last issue of 

the Chatter, crime within the county, 
including Chartley, has followed a 

similar pattern throughout each of 

the 7 years we have been tracking it. 

That pattern has shown that the Holi-
day Season has historically been the 

period of maximum crime both with-

in the county and within Chartley. 
That pattern held true again this past 

Holiday Season. For example, as can 

be seen in the chart below, during 
December there were 17 crimes 

committed in Chartley consisting of 

2 home burglaries, 5 non-domestic 

assaults, 3 thefts, 2 thefts from ve-

hicles, 4 instances of destruction of 
property, and one armed robbery. 

Crime then decreased in January and 

February within Chartley, but has 
risen slightly during the first half of 

March. 

We have also noted that a number 
of crimes, particularly assaults and 

the armed robbery in December, 

have taken place in the 100 Block of 

Chartley Drive. Because that pattern 
has continued during January to the 

present, we are closely monitoring 

the situation and working with the 
police to resolve this issue. We have 

also noted an increase in theft from 

vehicles throughout the area, and are 

recommending that you always keep 
your vehicle locked when unat-

tended, and that you always remove 

valuables, particularly electronic 

items such as GPS units, computers, 

or other portable electronic items. 

Bicycle theft was a major concern 

within Chartley throughout all of last 
spring, summer, and fall. Now that 

spring has arrived again, the children 

will be out riding their bicycles and 
will be very prone to leave them un-

secured. Please remember to insist 

that your children properly secure 

their bicycle even if they are only 
away from it for a few minutes.  

We continue to urge you to be alert 

to what is happening around you 
wherever you may be. If you see a 

strange vehicle parked in the com-

munity, report it to the Baltimore 
County Traffic Unit at (410)-887-

6912. Keep all doors and windows 

locked in your homes, sheds, and 

automobiles even if you are outside 
in your yard enjoying the spring 

weather. The police are also recom-

mending that you keep the outside of 
your house, and your automobile, 

illuminated after dark. In addition, 

always call 911 immediately if you 
see, or hear, anything suspicious. 

Remember that calling 911 imme-
diately offers the best chance to stop 

a crime as well as to catch the perpe-

trator. Be observant and report any 
strange vehicles you see cruising thru 

your neighborhood. The police have 

warned that this may indicate that 
thieves are canvassing the area to try 

and determine houses that may be 

unoccupied or for any vehicle that 

may not be properly safeguarded. 
The same goes for any strange per-

sons you may see walking thru your 

area particularly if they are going 
door to door claiming they represent 

some company. In such cases, we 

suggest that you do not answer your 

door. If you do, always ask for iden-
tification and call the company they 

claim to represent to verify they are 

who they claim to be. Leave them 

outside with your door locked while 

you make that call. If still suspicious, 

call 911 right away. 

Finally, consider becoming a 
member of our Citizens on Patrol 

(COP) program. Preventing crime 

doesnôt mean just to stop it at your 
front door. Your front door is your 

last line of defense, so the ideal is to 

prevent the criminal from getting that 

far by having as many levels of secu-
rity as possible. The best method is 

to keep criminals entirely out of your 

community in the first place. By be-
coming a COP volunteer, you can 

greatly assist us in this effort. Please 

contact Dave Powers at (410)-833-
3734 or by email at davidlpow-

ers@verizon.net to help protect your 

community, and your family. 

COP National Night Out 

The Citizens On Patrol National 

Night Out (NNO) is an annual, na-
tionwide celebration to acknowledge 

the contribution that COP volunteers 

make to their respective communities 
around the nation. It is also an oppor-

tunity for COP volunteers to have 

family fun time as well as to get to-
gether for an entertaining and infor-

mative night with all the residents of 

their communities. 

We have been hard at work since 
early January putting together our 

program for this yearôs NNO event 

and will provide you with all the de-
tails in the next issue of the Chatter. 

But mark your calendars now for a 

fun night for the entire family. This 

yearôs event will be on Tuesday Au-
gust 3, from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM, at 

Reisterstown Elementary School. We 

are looking forward to seeing you 
there. 

ñIf you think you can, or you think 

you canôt, youôre right.ò 

--Henry Ford 

ñPeople donôt care how much you 

know until they know how much 

you care.ò  ï John Maxwell 

Location Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. 1-15 

Precinct 3 302 240 125 119 

Chartley 17 4 2 6 

 

mailto:davidlpowers@verizon.net
mailto:davidlpowers@verizon.net
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Legislative Affairs  

Greetings to the Chartley Communi-

ty. I am most certain that I am not 

alone when I say that I believe that 

everyone in Baltimore County has had 

enough snow! One sure sign that 

spring is just around the corner is the 

return of the robins that I have seen 

everywhere in my travel throughout 

the county. The patience and under-

standing of everyone in dealing with 

this historical 2010 blizzard is greatly 

appreciated.  

Recent matters of interest include 

the following: 

Planned Unit Development ï Bill 

5-10 revises the process for the review 

and approval of a Planned Unit Devel-

opment (PUD). The bill removes the 

Planning Board entirely from the PUD 

approval process. The Hearing Office 

will now review and approve all 

PUDôs. The PUD application will still 

be required to be submitted to the 

Councilman in whose district the PUD 

is proposed to be located, and the 

Council will adopt a resolution approv-

ing the proposed site for continued 

review. The Council may still amend 

or modify the proposed densities or 

uses. 

Two substantive modifications are 

proposed by the bill to this part of the 

process. First, the community benefit 

that the PUD application must recite is 

expanded and clarified. That benefit 

may be: 

An environmental benefit that pro-

poses to achieve at least a silver rating 

according to the U.S. Green Building 

Councilôs LEED Green Building Rat-

ing System; 

A land use benefit, including a high-

er quality architectural design or use of 

higher quality building materials that 

enhance the development for its resi-

dents; 

A capital improvement benefit to a 

nearby County-owned facility for the 

use by community residents, or a vo-

lunteer fire company that serves the 

planned unit development;  

A public policy benefit promoting 

economic development opportunities, 

or providing senior or workforce hous-

ing. 

Secondly, Permits and Development 

Management (PADM) must post the 

property at the time the Council gives 

public notice of the resolution to ap-

prove the PUD review. 

In preparing its concept plan confe-

rence comments, the Office of Plan-

ning may make recommendations with 

regard to the site layout, types and in-

tensity of uses, signage, landscaping 

requirements, or other aspects of the 

planned unit development, including 

requested modifications of standards, 

that the Director considers necessary 

for the planned unit development to 

meet the intent and purposes of the 

title and the Baltimore County Zoning 

Regulations. With its development 

plan conference comments, the Office 

of Planning shall include a final report 

containing its final recommendations, 

and this final report together with the 

PUD development plan and pattern 

book is submitted to the Hearing office 

for review.  

The Hearing Office conducts the 

PUD hearing, as he would for another 

development plan. His review is simi-

lar to that conducted under current law 

by the Planning Board. He has the au-

thority to modify standards, but he 

may not alter any modifications im-

posed by the Council. 

Additionally, a general development 

PUD must be located inside the 

URDL. 

Tanning Facilities - Minors  ï State 

law (Section 20-106, Health-General 

Article) prohibits the use of a tanning 

facility by a minor without written 

consent of a parent or guardian. These 

regulations do not preempt a county 

from enacting and enforcing more 

stringent measures to regulate the use 

of tanning devices by minors. 

In essence, Bill 3-10 mirrors that of 

the State by prohibiting a minorôs use 

of tanning facilities without the written 

consent of the parent or legal guardian. 

The bill further requires such consent 

to be provided on the premises and in 

the presence of an owner, employee or 

operator of the tanning facility. The 

faculty must use the consent form ap-

proved by the State Health Depart-

ment. Civil penalties are provided for 

violations.  

Senior Assisted Living Services - 

Approval is being requested of an As-

sisted Living contract for fiscal year 

2010 with Best Care Assisted Living, 

LLC to provide services for eligible 

seniors 62 years or older. The pro-

posed contract would bring the total to 

14 such providers in Baltimore Coun-

ty. Client income eligibility could not 

exceed 60% of the State median in-

come ($30,252 for single households 

and $39,552 for married households) 

with assets not exceeding $11,000 for 

single or $14,000 for couples with in-

eligibility for Medicare or Medicaid 

benefits. Services include 24-hour su-

pervision 7 days per week, with 3 

meals per day and evening snack along 
with personal care services. 

This contract would run until Sep-

tember 30, 2010 and may be renewed 

for one additional year. Maximum 

compensation for all contractors pro-

viding these services is limited to the 

amount appropriated, which totals 

$344,822. 

In closing I want to thank the CHA 

for affording me the opportunity to 

share with you information that im-

pacts all of us as a community and as a 

county. I look forward to our contin-

ued successful partnership in the fu-

ture.  

Respectfully, 

Kevin Kamenetz 

Councilman, Second District 
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From: Delegate Dan Morhaim 

Crisis and Community 

This legislative session is progress-

ing quickly. However, since much of 

the work will be done in the upcoming  

weeks, I will wait until later to provide 

you with a more complete legislative 

report. At this time, I would like to 

reflect upon the events that have chal-

lenged our community during the past 

few months.  

We faced two major crises. First, the 

blizzard left almost all of us stranded 

in our homes, many without access to 

power, food, and other necessities. 

Next, the water main break left thou-

sands without clean water for days. 

Schools and businesses were closed. 

On the global scale, we have seen ma-

jor calamities, such as the earthquakes 

in Haiti and Chile 

It is during times of crisis such as 

these that we are humbled. We re-

member how fragile our way of life is 

and how quickly our daily routines can 

be shattered. 

It is also during these times that we 

depend on each other. Our community 

rose to the challenge. Over and over 

again we saw neighbors helping one 

another and reaching out to total stran-

gers as well. It is truly wonderful to 

see our communities banding together 

to support those most in need. 

We know we can pull together when 

the chips are down. The challenge is  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

not only to assist one another during 

diff icult times but also to sustain this 

energy in our everyday lives when 

things are going fine. Let us build on 

this recent experience and make it a 

routine part of what we do on a daily 

basis. 

We checked on our neighbors during 

the blizzard to see if they needed assis-

tance with snow removal or a ride 

somewhere, but do we check with 

them regularly to see if assistance or a 

ride is needed? We asked our neigh-

bors during the water outage if they 

had enough to drink, but do we ask 

them if their other daily needs are met? 

The strength of our community, and 

the joy of living in it, depends on the 

big and little things we do. Reaching 

out to others is always the right thing 

to do.  

We did it during the blizzard and the 

water outage. We can do this year 

round. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Editor, 

Now that spring is here, we are inter-

ested in putting up a fence. Do you 

know if there are any restrictions in the 

neighborhood?  

Chartley Resident 

Dear Resident, 

First before you, do anything contact 

Miss Utilities (1-800-257-7777) to 

have your property checked for pipe-

lines (gas and water) and electrical 

lines. This is very important before 

digging. Hitting one of these lines can 

be dangerous. There are very strict 

penalties for violating the Miss Utility 

Laws. Penalties can cost up to $1000 

per violation for first offense plus the 

cost of actual repair and much more 

for subsequent offenses.  

Secondly, the neighborhood has no 

restrictions but the county does. Check 

with the county (410-887-3391 or bal-

timorecountymd.gov) and they will let 

you know exactly where the fence can 

go and how high it can be. This could 

save you a lot of trouble. If the fence is 

not within code, the county can make 

you remove it and that would be a 

waste of your material and time.  

Thank you for your question. 

I have a bet with my friend. He said 

he always heard that the highest eleva-

tion in Baltimore County is up on the 

corner of Butler and Hanover Roads. Is 

that true?  

Odds on Favorite 

Dear Favorite, 

If you bet ñnoò than youôre the win-

ner. According to state records, the 

highest elevation in Baltimore County 

is 966 ft high at the Mason-Dixon Line 

near Stiltz, Pa. on Middleton Road. 
 (See the stickpin in the following map.) 

The elevation in Reisterstown is 650 

ft. For your information, the highest 

point in Maryland is 2895 ft. at Danôs 

Rock in Allegany County. 

LEGISLATIVE, From Page 5 

SSppeeaakkeerr   aatt  tthhee  AApprr ii ll   2222nndd    

GGeenneerr aall   MM eeeettiinngg  

We are very happy to announce that Richard 

Smid, from Glyndon Gardens will speak at our 

General Meeting on April 22. Richard will give 

us information on how to improve our surround-

ings and give us some tips on starting a profita-

ble garden. There will be time for Richard to an-

swer some of your questions.  

So come join us and get some good advice 

from the professionals at our local garden center.  

 

¶ Refreshments 

¶ Door prizes 
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damages from the snow. She lost her 

awning and a rose arbor. One family 

lost nine trees and a portion of their 
fence. Some people were lucky and 

lost only branches. One person told 

me that their clothes dryer died dur-
ing the blizzard. With the snow, there 

was no way to get a repairman to 

come out. 

In my case, the damage came after 
the snow. Melting snow from the 

roof top leaked through into and over 

my sliding glass door. Like many of 
us, I also have to call someone to fix 

bent gutters. The ice damaged a 

floodlight at the corner of my house 
and allowed a portion of the eave to 

come down. Now I have to deal with 

the squirrels that came into my attic.  

Back in 2004, I wrote an article 
about storm preparations that applied 

to both hurricanes and blizzards. Al-

though I knew what I should do, I 
found myself a little short. Iôd pre-

pared for one blizzard but had to re-

supply for the second. The reports 
said that there were trees and 

branches coming down due to the 

heavy snow, so I added drinking wa-

ter to my list.  
In the week before the storms, I 

tried to find some ice melt and a new 

shovel. I was down to a half bag and 
my shovelôs handle was cracked. Ice 

melt was in short supply and forget 

about trying to find a shovel. I 

thought Iôd try Westminster stores 
after the second blizzard. After the 

blizzards, I went to Loweôs to find 

both items. Although they had some 
ice melt, the shovels were gone. The 

employee I spoke with said theyôd 

received 400 shovels one morning 
earlier in the week and they were 

sold out in about two hours. On a 

later trip, still trying to find a shovel, 

I learned that they werenôt expecting 
any more this winter. In fact, they 

told me that the last shovels were a 

result of a special trip to one of their 
stores in Western Maryland. At the 

time of the conversation, forecasters 

were calling for yet another signifi-

cant snowstorm to hit around mid-

March. Thank goodness, they were 

wrong about that snow. 

So here we were, recovering from 
the largest snowfall in recent years. 

The weather was warming and we 

started to see the early signs of 
spring. Like many of us, I donôt fol-

low the news on the weekend and 

sometimes sleep in a little. On March 

6, I got up late and was checking 
messages on Facebook. Yes, some 

people are ñaddictedò to it and others 

despise it. However, that Saturday it 
was a great tool to find out what was 

happening. I read a friendôs comment 

about a water main break and I ran to 
check the water. The pressure was 

already down a bit and within an 

hour it was barely dripping.  

Some of our neighbors carried in 
snow and used it for flushing. Others 

knew about the break early and they 

could fill tubs and buckets. Some 
found drinking water locally while 

others took advantage of the Fire 

Departmentôs water distribution. 
Drinking water was in short supply 

in our local stores. One family pur-

chased water near their workplace 

(Arundel Mills area). Though I had a 
few bottles left from the blizzards, I 

drove to Westminster for water and a 

hot shower at a family memberôs 
home. 

Within a several block radius of 

my home, there was an uneven tim-

ing for restored water service. Those 
in our block had pressure for a 

shower in the morning but not 

enough to wash our hands at dinner-
time. We regained nearly full pres-

sure on Tuesday evening. On a con-

necting street, it was Wednesday 
evening before they had water. On a 

street a few blocks away, they had 

water from a basement sink but not 

enough pressure to carry it to the first 
floor. 

It was a pretty rough winter and 

weôre all ready for some sun and fun. 
Before you forget the troubles, take a 

few minutes to think about what you 

did that worked and what you 

couldôve done better. Check the 

Emergency Management sites to find 

out about preparations you can make 

ahead of time. While youôre enjoying 
the summer, take a few minutes to 

meet those neighbors around you. 

Our Chartley families look out for 
each other. You never know when 

youôll need each other. 

 

Grandpaôs Recipes 

Grilled Potatoes 

As a child, my father would try any-

thing to get me to eat. I remember for 

many 
years be-

ing told 

LIVER 

was steak. 
Back in 

the 50ôs 

you never 
questioned 

your parents so eat it I would but I 

hated it. He did have one recipe that I 
did like. It was called ñgrilled pota-

toesò. When you would open the 

packet, you never knew what you 

would find. Come spring when the 
old grill came out, I knew potatoes 

were not far behind.  

6 large potatoes sliced thin or in 
wedges  

Olive oil or margarine 

Herbs and seasoning (adding your 

choice) 
1 large chopped onion 

¼ cup crumbled bacon   

Virtually anything, that isnôt going 
to burn (such as cheese) 

Directions: 

Placed the potatoes in bowl and 
coated with the olive oil or marga-

rine. Divide mixture and place on 

pieces of foil. Tightly close. Place on 

grill for between 20 and 30 minutes. 
To check if they are done poke 

though foil to feel potato tenderness. 

When done let sit for a couple of mi-
nutes and open carefully. Hope you 

try and enjoy Grandpa Recipe. 
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Article III ς MEMBERSHIP 

Current wording  
Section 3. Resignation from membership 

should be submitted in writing to the 

President. 

Proposed change  
Delete the section 

Article IV ς MEETINGS AND QUO-
RUM 

Current wording  
Section 1. General Membership meet-

ings shall be held the second Tuesday of 

April and October. 

Proposed change 
Section 1. General Membership meet-

ings shall be held at least twice a year at 

a date, time and place convenient. 

Current wording 
Section 3. The April meeting shall be the 

annual election meetingé 

Proposed change 
Section 3. The Spring meeting shall be 

the annual election meetingé 

Article V ς DUES 

Current wording 
Section 2. The full amount of dues shall 

be paid annually due by June 30th. 

Members not having paid dues by this 

date will be dropped from the member-

ship. 

Proposed change 
Section 2. The full amount of dues shall 

be paid annually. Members not having 

paid dues will be dropped from the 
membership. 

Article VI ς GOVERNMENT 

Current wording 
Section 6. The Board of Directors shall 

prepare an annual budget for acceptance 

by the general membership at the April 

Meeting.  

Proposed change 
Section 6. The Board of Directors shall 

prepare an annual budget for acceptance 

by the general membership at the Fall 

Meeting. 

Article VII ς DUTIES OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 

Current wording 
Section 4. He/she shall submit a finan-

cial report at each General Membership 

meeting and an annual written financial 

report at the April Membership meet-

ingé 

Proposed change 
Section 4. He/she shall submit a finan-

cial report at each General Membership 

meeting and an annual written financial 

report at the Fall Membership meet-
ingé. 

Article VIII- GENERAL ELECTION 

Current wording  
Section 1. At least 30 days before the 

April General Membership meeting,  

the é 

Proposed change 
Section 1. At least 30 days before the 

Spring General Membership meeting, 

the é 

Current wording  

Section 2. At least 15 days prior to the 

April election meeting, the Nominating 

Committee é. 

Proposed change  
Section 2. Prior to the spring election 

meeting, the Nominating Committeeé 

Current wording  
Section 3. Nominations for any office 

may be made from the floor at the April 

annual election meeting. 

Proposed change  
Section 3. Nominations for any office 

may be made from the floor at the Spring 
election meeting. 

Current wording  
Section 8. At the April annual election, 

voting shall be written by secret ballot 

with a quorumé 

Proposed change  
Section 8. At the spring election meet-
ing, if more than one person is nomi-

nated for an office, voting shall be writ-

ten by secret ballot with a quorum é 

Article X ς COMMITTEES 

Current wording  
Section 1. The Standing Committees of 

the Association shall be Homeowners 

Assistance, Hospitality, Membership, 

Newsletter, Police Representative, ROG 

Representative, Block Captains and Zon-

ing/Traffic. 

Proposed change  
Section 1. The Standing Committees of 

the Association shall be Hospitality, 

Membership, Newsletter, Police Repre-

sentative/COP, ROG Representative, 

Block Captains, and Zoning/Traffic. 

Current wording  
Section 3. All committees shall meet by 

the second Tuesday in March and submit 

to the Board of Directors an approximate 

committee budget for the upcoming year. 

Proposed change  
Section 3. All committees shall meet by 

the second Tuesday in June and submit 

to the Board of Directors an approximate 

committee budget for the upcoming year. 

Article XII ς AMENDMENTS 

Current wording  
Section 1. Amendments and additions to 

the By-Laws é read at the previous 

General Membership meeting or mailed 

to each member in good standing at least 

15 days prior to the date of said meeting. 

Proposed change  
Section 1. Amendments and additions to 

the By-Laws é read at the previous 

General Membership meeting or mailed 

to each member in good standing prior to 

the date of said meeting.  

2010 Proposed Byl aw Changes 

A discussion and vote on the proposed bylaws changes was to be 
held at the April 13, 2010 General Meeting. However, because the 
hall at All Saints Church is unavailable for that date, the April 13 
General Meeting had to be cancelled. A Special Meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, April 22. The discussion and vote on the bylaws will be 
held at the Special Meeting.  

If you wish to see a copy of the original by laws, please visit the As-
sociation web site (www.marylandtowns.com \ cha) and click on 
Association Documents . 
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Election of Officers 

It is that time of the year again. It is time to elect our officers for the upcoming 2010-2011 Administrative Year. The 
election will be held at the Special Meeting on April 22, 2010. 

The nominees are as follows: 

President Dave Powers David has been a resident of Chartley for 37 years. He is married, 

with three children. Dave has been the chairperson of the COP pro-
gram for many years and is our current Treasurer. 

Vice-President Steve Sharpless Steve has been a resident of Chartley for many years. He is married 

and has three sons. Steve is our current Vice-President. 

Secretary Jane Hienz Jane is our current Secretary, Chairman of the Block Captains, and a 

member of the Chatter Staff. She and her husband have been living 

in Chartley for over 29 years. 

Treasurer Joe Ganem Joe is a professor at Loyola University and lives on Chartley Drive. 

He, his wife, and three children have been residents since 1994. 

 

EEaatt   YYoouurr   HHeeaarr tt   OOuutt   

Michoôs 

by Jane Hienz 

Michoôs is an elegantly renovated 

restaurant that is a jewel on Main 

Street. As soon as you walk in the 
door, the clever décor catches your 

eye. A lot of time, money and effort 

went into making this a nice dining 
experience. 

The restaurant itself has four parts: 

the Lounge Bar, the Patio Bar, the 
dining room and the Sweet Escape, 

which is upstairs. The same menu is 

served throughout. 

The Lounge Bar has big-screen 
TVs for the news and sports crowd 

with the volume muted. There are 

booths, high tables or you can sit at 
the bar. There is live music Wednes-

day through Sunday that begins 

sometime after 8:00. The night we 
were there a singer accompanied 

himself on guitar with some acous-

tical background. He was very good. 

The Patio Bar is open in good 
weather so patrons can sit outside on 

the covered porch or inside by the 

bar. Again, there are booths, tables 
and the bar itself. When we were 

there in December, there was a sing-

er that sounded very much like Ri-

chie Havens. He had that same mel-
low, soulful voice. We liked him. I 

think the music can get louder and 

more upbeat when the patio doors are 
open. Loud music and dinner conver-

sations donôt go well together, so we 

leave, but that doesnôt start until 
9:00, so we are done by then any-

way. 

In between these two rooms is the 

dining room. It is closed off from the 
bar noises by elegant swinging glass 

and wood doors that swoosh very 

quietly, but the two bars are clearly 
visible through the walls of glass. 

Each room can be opened to expand 

into the other if needed. Itôs a very 
nice touch. 

The Sweet Escape is the upstairs 

area that is open once a month and is 

a dance club with a DJ. We held our 
sonôs rehearsal dinner up there two 

years ago, so I think the upstairs is 

changing its focus yearly. 
The food at Michoôs is top notch. 

There are only two items on the 
menu over twenty dollars and the 

portions are just the right size, not 

huge, ungainly amounts that a lot of 
restaurants give you. They are 

somewhere in between regular plates 

and tapas: Just enough. We ate there 
with friends recently and had Lamb 

Lollipops, Caesar salad with shrimp, 

a personal pizza and chicken quesa-

dilla. As you can see, they offer a 
wide variety of choices. We have 

tried just about everything on the 

menu and can recommend every 
dish. 

If you are a drinker, let me say that 

their mixed drinks are the most ge-

nerous that I have experienced, and 
they have a full beer and wine cellar. 

One last thing about Michoôs: 

They have a great wait staff. From 
the moment you walk in you are 

greeted cordially by the servers and 

support staff, everyone is well 
trained and they are pleasant, friend-

ly and courteous. The manager 

and/or maitre dô oftentimes stops by 

the table to see how you are doing.  
The hours, the menu and a list of 

the upcoming entertainers are availa-

ble on www.michorestaurant.com. 
 Michoôs is a wonderful dining ex-

perience, a gem in Reisterstown. 
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FFll iigghhtt   SScchhooooll by Cathie Hienz 

I look down at the people on the 

ground, nearly three stories below. 
Their faces gaze up at me with antic-

ipation and uncertainty. I wonder if 

they can see my knees slightly shak-
ing, my palms, sweaty. I close my 

eyes and take a deep breath hoping 

the dizziness will subside. This is a 
mistake! I tell myself. What am I 

doing?! My toes hang dangerously 

over the ledge and I try not to look 

down. My heart is pounding out of 
my chest and a wave of fear rushes 

over me. I say a silent prayer and 

jump from the ledge.  
My name is Cathie Hienz and my 

husband, Nick, and I were at the 

Trapeze School of New York (aka 

TSNY) in Washington DC. It was 
8:15 on a Saturday morning and we 

had asked one other what we were 

doing there on more than one occa-
sion. We promised a coworker that 

we would try his new ñobsession,ò 

the flying trapeze. Subjected to quips 
from our friends about ñwearing 

tightsò and ñjoining the circus,ò we 

decided to try it.  

TSNY began in Manhattan in 2002 
and came to Baltimore in 2004. You 

may have seen the outdoor trapeze 

rig next to the Maryland Science 
Center by the Inner Harbor. This lo-

cation has since moved to the Navy 

Yard in DC. An impressive setup, 
itôs housed in a huge tented and cli-

mate-controlled arena. It is hard not 

to be intimidated upon walking in the 

door. There are huge poles, ropes, 
and nets pulled very taut in an admit-

tedly much-sturdier-than-I-had-

imagined system.  
After meeting our instructors and 

the other five people in our class, we 

did a couple (inadequate) stretches 

and listened to some basic instruc-

tions and ground rules. Nick and I 
were the only newbies to ñflying,ò as 

they call it, in the class that day.  

When picked to go first, my anxie-
ty grew exponentially with each 

shaky step up the 25-foot ladder to 

the suspended platform. Although 
secured with safety harnesses the 

whole time, it did little to ease my 

trepidation. Our classmates explained 

that flying trapeze was mostly about 
timing and if you did what they said 

when they said, we would be okay. 

ñJust grab the bar, bend your knees, 
and jump off,ò the instructor said 

casually. ñAnd when I say, pull your 

knees up and around the bar. Let go, 

hang a full swing, then return your 
hands to the bar, pull your legs back 

down, and do a back flip off.ò Did I 

just hear him right? Do a back flip 
off?! This guy is crazy I thought. 

ñListen to me. Iôll be talking to you 

the whole time. Youôll be fine,ò he 
said assuredly.  

Cursing myself for not reading the 

consent form I so hastily signed upon 

entering the facility, I took a deep 
breath and before I knew it, I was 

leaping off the platform when a 

booming voice yelled ñHep!ò It was 
an exhilarating rush and as I sailed 

through the air I found myself confi-

dently and obediently following his 
every command, ending (the very 

first time) with a back flip safely 

onto the net below! Though it may 

not have been Cirque du Soleil-form, 
my grin was from ear to ear and I 

could not wait to do it again.  

Nick followed with a slower, more 
labored, but equally satisfying result. 

We were like two children beaming 

with pride and excitement.  

A mere two hours later, I was 

hanging from my knees and being 
caught in midair by an instructor on 

an adjacent trapeze! Much to Nickôs 

chagrin, my advancement came a bit 
more natural than it did for him.  

While I was perfecting my 

ñcatchesò he was practicing the not-
so-easy ñhocks off knee hang,ò 

which they suggested to help him get 

his long legs up in the air and over 

the bar (a task much easier for those 
of us 5ô3ò than those 6ô2ò).  

Green with envy, Nick jokingly 

rolled his eyes when I successfully 
landed another stunt and the class 

applauded my beginners luck. At that 

point, we were both, nonetheless, 

hooked.  
Nick and I live in downtown Bal-

timore and often go up to Reisters-

town to visit his parents, Bob and 

Jane, on Chartley Drive. Heôs a 1995 

graduate of Franklin High. We go 

with tales of whatôs new with our 
friends, what books weôve read, and 

the latest restaurant that just opened. 

However, this story quickly caught 

their attention and Jane asked me to 
write about our ñflyingò experience 

for the Chartley Chatter.  

I must say this: Trapeze school is a 
fun, original, physically demanding 

adrenaline rush. We whole-heartedly 

suggest you try it, especially the 
leery! Nevertheless, a warning; you 

will be sore in places you did not 

know you had for the next couple of 

days. The experience, the confi-
dence, and the videos of your aerial 

stunts to show your friends, however, 

will make it entirely worth it. 
Check it out at http://washington 

dc.trapezeschool.com/. 
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George A. Klinger, 

Jr.  

Electrical 

Contractor  

 

Mr. Klinger has been in business 

since 1974. Although retired now, 

his son runs the business. The fol-
lowing opinions expressed are solely 

those of Mr. Klinger. 

How does one go about picking a 

good electrician? 

The best way is word of mouth 

from your neighbors or friends. You 

can also use the Web, but when call-
ing someone off the Web, ask for 

references, ask their prices and ask if 

they give senior citizen discounts. 
The Better Business Bureau, besides 

not being all that dependable, will 

not recommend an electrician. The 
State has an Electrical Contractorsô 

Board, but that has gotten too politi-

cal to do the resident any good. Each 

county has an Electrical Contractorsô 
Board, so you can call the one for 

your county for advice. All electri-

cians are subject to its rules and you 
can turn to them if you have prob-

lems. I was the Chairman of the Car-

roll County Board for ten years.   
Firemen can also give advice to a 

point. 

What are some things we should 

look for in picking an electrician? 

I like the old school, second-

generation electrician. They are de-

pendable, and are not out to take ad-
vantage of you. So many times with 

the younger companies, the techni-

cian arrives, takes a look and tries to 

find other things wrong. This is 
called upselling the job. The techni-

cian then gets a percentage of the 

job. 

What can you tell us about the 

Chartley homes? 

When Meyerberg first built Chart-

ley, I wired about 90% of the homes, 
or about 200 to 300 homes. If your 

fuse box has Caton Electric Compa-

ny on it, thatôs the original panel and 
itôs still good. If you have Federal 

Pacific Electric, get rid of it imme-

diately. FPE was taken off the mar-

ket ten years ago because of the cir-
cuit breakers. The Underwriters La-

boratory (UL) pulled their license. 

You are playing with fire.  

What is a good fuse box? 

If you are going to change your 

fuse box, ask for a Cutler Hammer. 
Tell the electrician that you want the 

CH panel and breaker. They are the 

best because they use copper busts 

whereas most are aluminum. The 
difference in price between good and 

cheap is about $100. They also come 

with a 25-year warranty on circuit 
breakers, so if you have to replace 

any, your expense is only for the 

technicianôs time. 

When do we need to upgrade our 

fuse boxes? 

Unless you are building an addition 

or upgrading to air conditioning, 
there is no need to replace your fuse 

box. If you are blowing fuses a lot or 

have a Federal Pacific box, then you 
need advice from an electrician. The 

original boxes contain 15 amp fuses. 

They will load 11 amps or greater 

and will trip at 80%. However, call 
an electrician if, when you change a 

fuse, the new one blows immediate-

ly. You need to have it checked. It is 
blowing for a reason. 

Can you use fuses from your neigh-

bor when he gets a new box? 

All fuses are not interchangeable. 

There are many varieties of fuses 

available that handle different ca-

pacities of electricity so care should 
be taken when choosing replacement 

fuses. The 1960 version has 5000 

AIC Now they carry 22,000 to 
27,000 AIC [Ampere Interrupting 

Capacity]. The AIC allows the circuit 

breaker to trip quicker. I recommend 

that you buy new circuit breakers 

when needed. 

What is the difference between a 

fuse and a circuit breaker? 

Fuses are an early technology dat-
ing from the 19th century. Inside the 

fuse is a small piece of metal. During 

normal flow of electricity, the fuse 

permits the power to pass the metal, 
but during an unsafe overload, the 

small piece of metal melts, stopping 

the flow of electricity. When a fuse is 
tripped, it should be thrown away 

and replaced with a new fuse. Circuit 

breakers are an improvement on fus-
es. When an overflow of electricity 

passes a safe limit, that excess trig-

gers an electromagnet, which trips 

the circuit breaker. Once tripped, the 
switches simply turn off. The flow is 

stopped until turned back on. 

Are our computers and TVs big 

draws on electricity? 

Todayôs TVs draw less current 

now than the older ones and comput-
ers draw even less. They are safe to 

have with the original fuse boxes. 

Talk about power strips. 

Power strips are a means of having 
more plugs than are available to you. 

They are very convenient. However, 

they do not have surge protection. 
Today with our expensive TVs and 

computers, households need surge 

protection. BGE offers surge protec-

tors that they will install on your me-
ter for 10 to 12 dollars per month, 

every month. They are to protect 

against spikes in electricity. It does 
to a point, but if a spike comes 

through the cable, the telephone or 

from God (lightning) they are of no 
use. 

You can purchase your own surge 

protectors at your local Office Depot 

or Staples. Read the box and buy the 
one with the greatest amount of 

joules (power). Also, do not buy the 

cheapest one. You need a strip to 
accommodate the telephone, cable 
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and electricity. You can talk with the 

salesperson in the store. They will 

help you; however, there is no need 

to purchase the extended warranty. If 
you are getting surges that blow your 

TVs or your computers or tele-

phones, most likely they are coming 
from the cable company. Your three 

main areas to protect are your power 

line, your cable line and your tele-

phone line. 
One last comment: donôt get the 

surge protectors with the large plugs 

that take up two spaces on the wall. 
They come with regular-sized, three-

prong plugs that allow use of the 

wall plug above or below. 
 

County to Host First-Ever 

Rain Barrel Sale 

Sale to be Held at IKEA in White 

Marsh on Saturday, April 24, 2010  

More than 14,000 compost bins 
have now been purchased at the 14 

compost bin sales Baltimore County 

has hosted since 1997. This spring, 

for the first time ever, the County 

will offer something new as well - 

rain barrels!  

On Saturday, April 24, 2010, 
Baltimore County will host a joint 

compost bin/ rain barrel sale. 

Compost bins - valued at $80 - will 
be available for $35.00 including tax.  

Rain barrels - valued at $90 -will 

be available 

for $45 
including 

tax. The sale 

will be held 
on the 

parking lot 

of IKEA 
Baltimore in 

White 

Marsh, 8352 Honeygo Boulevard 

(across from White Marsh Town 
Center). The sale will run from 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m., rain or shine. 

Compost bins and rain barrels will be 
available on a first come, first served 

basis. Cash, checks, or credit cards 

(Visa, MasterCard or Discover) will 
be accepted at this event.  

Collecting and reusing rainwater is 

a great way to help the environment 

and your garden! Rainwater is free 

from chlorine and other water 
treatment chemicals. Capturing this 

natural resource with a rain barrel 

reduces water pollution that can at 
times be caused by stormwater 

runoff. The rain barrel available for 

sale will be the System Rain Barrel. 

The System has a 55-gallon capacity 
and a mosquito mesh to keep bugs 

and debris out. The System also 

comes with installation instructions, 
spigot, screws, and an overflow hose.  

For more information on this event 

and home composting in general, 
visit the Bureau of Solid Waste 

Management web site at 

www.baltimorecountymd.gov/recy

cling or call 410-887-2000. For more 
information on rain barrels or 

stormwater management, please 

contact DEPRM by e-mail 
(watersheds@baltimorecountymd.

gov) or call 410-887-5683. 
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 See the USAé 

Big adve n ture awaits in 
the Land of Littl e Horses  

Laura Pritzker 

When 
you come 

out to the 

Land of 
Little 

Horses, 

youôre in 

for a big 
adventure. This farm, which features 

the distinct miniature Falabella horse 

breed, also boasts a petting zoo, 
educational activities and so much 

more. 

The Land of Little Horses Farm 

Park began operations by the early 
1970s. Situated on a hundred acres of 

farmland, this serene spotðjust west 

of Gettysburg, PAðbecame home to 
24 Falabella horses. 

The Falabella horse finds its roots 

in its ancestorsðthe Andalusia 

horse. Andalusia horses were 

originally brought over to Latin 
America by Spaniards. Several of 

these horses ventured over the great 

unknown of the new world and 
struggled to adapt. Isolation caused 

inbreeding and the horses were 

feeble and were not the most durable 

of breeds. Through careful 
experiment and selective breeding, 

however, the Falabella family, in 

Buenos Aires, was able to save this 
new horse breed and had success in 

achieving a well-structured and 

durable new kind of horse 
With this distinctive looking bunch 

of horses, the farm grew into a 

widely popular tourist spot. Several 

other animals now call the grounds 
home as well. Educational events and 

a wide array of activities and 

seasonal events occur here regularly. 
Such activities include: races, a 

petting zoo, pony rides, educational 

shows and programs and many other 
features. The farm even boasts a 

carriage museum, café and a gift 

shop.  

As of May 2009, the Land of Little 

Horses Guest House is now open. 
This quaint little cottage features five 

clean and comfortable rooms where 

out of town guest can stay. There are 
two packages for lodging visitors to 

choose from.  

The Land of Little Horses Farm 

and Park is open year round. May 1 
through August 22, Monday through 

Saturday the park is open from 10 

a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sundays noon to 5 
p.m. Other times in the year, the park 

is open on weekends only. 

Admission is $13.95 for adults and 
children 12 years of age and older. 

Children ages 2 to 11 are admitted at 

$11.95. Wagon and pony rides are 

$2.00  
So come out to the Land of Little 

Horses and see for yourself that big 

things come in small packages! 
The Land of Little Horses is 

located at 125 Glenwood Drive, 

Gettysburg, PA 17325. For more 
information call 717-334-7259 or 

visit www.landoflittlehorses.com

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Chartley Homeowners Association, Inc 

Membership Application  
 

Enclosed are my membership dues for year(s): c 2009/2010  c    2010/2011 
 Annual Dues - $10:00 per Household  7/1/2009 ï 6/30/2010 7/1/2010 ï 6/30/2011 
 

Name(s) (Print):  
 

Address:  
 
Home No.:  Cell No.:  
 
Fax No.:  E-Mail Address:  
 

 
Make check payable to: 
Chartley Homeowners 
Association, Inc.   
 
Mail application to: 
PO Box 408, 
Reisterstown, MD  
21136-0408 
 
For questions call: 
Betsy at 410-833-5523 

 

I (we) will help with: 

Ä Membership    Ä Newsletter    Ä Block Captain    Ä Hospitality 

Ä Homeowner Assistance    Ä Zoning/Traffic    Ä ROG Representative 

Ä Police Representative Ä Citizen on Patrol (COP) 

Volunteers 
are 

Welcomed 

Ä Renewal  Ä New Member 

 

The distinctly little Falabella horse 

http://www.landoflittlehorses.com/
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