                    CHARTLEY HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION,   INC.

                                                 GENERAL MEETING,
                                                        April 22, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Sonia Samuel, President.
Attendance sheets are attached.

The minutes of the October, 2009 meeting were approved as written by Calvin Reter and seconded by Phil Huppmann.
The Treasurer’s Report was given and questions were answered by Dave Powers. 
The report is attached.
Committee Reports: 

Block Captains:  Jane asked for a new block captain to deliver the 300 block of Glyndon and the even side of Gwynnwest.  Sophie Crome has agreed to take over this route.
Hospitality:  There is no chair for this committee, but it was announced by Sonia that the committee will send a welcome letter to any new neighbor if alerted to do so by a resident.  They receive a year’s free membership in the association.

Membership:  Betsy Sloan reported 264 members for 2009/2010 and announced the addition of door prizes this evening.

Newsletter:  Jack Sloan said that articles are welcome from anyone who wishes to write one.  July is the next edition with July 3rd being the cutoff date and delivery by the 15th.

Police Rep/COP: As reported by Dave Powers, crime rose in this area from last May, he believes because of the then failing economy.  Chartley itself has only had a 3% gain in crime, and most of those are thefts from cars.  Dave suggests that crime is low in Chartley mainly because of the Citizens on Patrol.  72 are signed up but with only five active.  He took the opportunity to ask for volunteers and more active participation by those already signed up.
COP Nite Out: Dave Powers announced that Tuesday, August 3rd will be the next COP Nite Out celebration.  This night is set aside to honor all the volunteers in the county.  It will be held at Reisterstown Elementary, 6:30 to 8:30 and will be entertaining and educational for the whole family.  Dave can always use volunteers.  410-833-3734.

Scholarship: Annelise Sullivan reported through Sonia that there are two recipients who will receive money from the Joseph S. Molinaro Scholarship Fund and the Phyllis L. Daly Scholarship Fund.  They will be announced at the Franklin High School awards ceremony and will then be identified in the July Chatter.

Zoning: George Vintz through Dave Powers:  Landscapers are being interviewed for the job of keeping the two culvert ends and the Chartley signs spruced up, neat and trim.  Also, send him addresses of houses that you think need to be looked at by the County and possibly cited for unsafe, unsightly conditions.  You can also call these complaints in yourself to Code Enforcement of Baltimore County at 410-887-3351.
ROG: Mary Molinaro through Sonia Samuel: The County Planning Office is holding meetings on the future of Main Street with the aim of increasing the parking and making shopping a more pleasant experience.   If you would like to attend or have any ideas, please e-mail Mary at marymolinaro@verizon.net. 

In honor of Earth Day, the guest speaker was Richard Smid, a landscaper from Glyndon Gardens.  His theme was “updating your house” with new bushes, shrubs and gardens. His idea was to enhance the front of one’s house by digging out the old, overgrown hedges and shrubs and planting newer versions in more spacious beds.  He discussed the use of mulch and annuals for color.  If you bring a picture of your house to Glyndon Gardens, they will help with a garden plan.  He also discussed grass and the simple, 4-step process for having a healthy lawn.  He took questions from the audience.
Calvin Reter announced that Wye Oak saplings could be purchased from the State.

Election of officers: The election of

David Powers for President; 

Steve Sharpless for Vice-President;

Joseph Ganem for Treasurer and 

Jane Hienz for Secretary was held individually.  Sonia asked those present  for any other nominations.  Being none, the nominations were closed.  All officers were elected unanimously by the residents.

New Business: Phil Huppmann gave a brief report concerning the small signs that have begun appearing on the corners.  Some advertise karate, some money for your home.  They are small and stick in the ground by use of wire feet.  Whatever they advertise, they are unlawful and can be pulled up by any resident.  Code Enforcement can be called.  They will call the offending advertiser and that advertiser will be fined $200 per day per sign if they are not removed.  Thank you, Phil.
Old Business: The By-Law changes.  As mentioned in the last general meeting, there were a few minor, housekeeping changes the committee wished to make to the By-Laws.

In October there was an objection to the procedure, so the vote was tabled until this meeting.  
A motion was made by Calvin Reter that the changes be adopted and seconded by Phil Huppmann. A discussion followed in which resident Ernie Schmidhauser made these points:

1) The changes need to be voted in on the specific date as stated in the By-Laws;
2) A special meeting needs to be held in order to vote, not a general meeting;

3) Elections and motions made by the committee are null and void if the elections are not held on the date stated in the By-Laws;
4) The vote needs to be held in a legitimate meeting if following Robert’s Rules.

Calvin conceded to Ernie, but proposed that the changes were not that important, merely housekeeping.  The discussion was closed.  The vote for the changes in the By-Laws passed with one opposing.
Neighbor Recognition:  Delegate Zirkin (unrepresented) and this association wished to recognize neighbors who went out of their way to help other residents during the two snow storms we experienced throughout the winter.  Those recognized would receive a citation from the County (citations not delivered in time).  They were:
Jimmy Roberts;  Glenn Barnes;  Michael Donnelly and Ernie Schmidhauser.  We all thanked them.
Upcoming Events:  The Bloomin’ Arts Fest,  May 15/16; COP Nite Out, August 3rd.

Open Discussion:  Calvin Reter discussed keeping our houses safe.  Do we have bushes beside our front doors that people can hide behind?  Do we keep our ladders out in the open along side our houses? 

The Bloomin’ Arts needs volunteers.

Join the Senior Center.

One resident complained that the noise from 418 Highmeadow was loud and very irritating.  It is a live band practicing and playing until late in the evening.  It was suggested that she call the Baltimore County Police at any time if the noise is so bad, although 11:00 p.m. is the designated cutoff time.

Cindy Smith publicly thanked Sonia for stepping in and taking over for our last president, Jack Livermore, who died of a heart attack.  Everyone gave Sonia a round of applause.

The door prizes were handed out.
Our next meeting is May 10th at  Long and Foster.  All are welcome.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Respectfully, Jane Hienz, Secretary.

