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October 2009 

Calendar of Events 
Chartley Homeowners Association 
General Membership Meeting 
Thursday, October 22, 7:00 p.m.  
All Saints Church 

Executive Board Meeting 
(All are welcome) 
Tuesday, November 10, 2009 
Long and Foster, 321 Main Street 

Executive Board Meeting 
(All are welcome) 
Tuesday, December 8, 2009 
Long and Foster, 321 Main Street 
 

Sonia Samuel, President 

410-833-4879 
kakanya@gmail.com 

Chatter Staff 
chatterstaff@verizon.net 

Mission Statement 
The purpose of the Chartley Homeowners 
Association, Inc. is to promote the health, 
safety, pleasure, recreation and welfare of 
the residents of the homes within the Chart-

ley Area; to discuss and resolve issues that 
arise in or pertain to our area; to act in 
coordination with other civic organizations 
in the Reisterstown area; and to represent 
the interests of the members on the County 

and State level. 

 1 tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
 3 -4 Committee Reports 
 4 Reisterstown Senior Center News 
 6-7 Legislative Affairs 
 7 Email to Chatter Staff 
 8 Proposed Bylaws Changes 
  9-11 NNO Special Section 
    13 /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘΧ 
   15 Home Beautiful 
   15 Get Garden Tools Ready 
   16 Book Review 
 18 Eat Your Heart Out 
 18 {ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ¦{!Χ 
 20 As Seen On TV 
 20 The SPOT Closes 
 21 DǊŀƴŘƳŀΩǎ wŜŎƛǇŜǎ 
 22 Chartley Real Estate 

Inside This Issue 

Presidentôs Message 

Summer has come to an end but 

the homeowners association contin-

ued to meet and plan events to pro-
mote our community.  

In August, we had an awesome 

National Night Out. Just at the be-

ginning of fall, the CHA Community 
Wide Yard Sale took place. It was so 

great to see many of you involved in 

both events. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Sue Donnelly 

and Lynn Greenwalt for a job well 

done in planning and running the 
ñNight Out.ò I would also like to 

thank John Hartlove for arranging 

for the community Cleanup Day. 

I would again like to stress the 
need for the community to come to-

gether and participate in the organi-

zation. We do not have even half of 
the Chartley community as members 

of the homeowners association. This 

is critical because we rely on those 

funds for the things we provide to the 
community. We only ask for $10 a 

year for your support. Think about 

how inexpensive that is and the 
things you have seen the homeown-

ers association accomplish over the 

years. We are here for you but you 
need to participate.  

Donôt forget that the general meet-

ing is coming up October 22. We 

would love to see you there. Please 
come to share your ideas and meet 

with us. However, before you come 

to the meeting, please take a few mi-

²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ hǊƛƻƭŜ .ƛǊŘ ŀƴŘ McGruff, The 
/ǊƛƳŜ 5ƻƎΣ ŀǘ /ƘŀǊǘƭŜȅ IƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ bƛƎƘǘ hǳǘ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ пΦ 

See the Special 3-Page Section on National 

Night Out (NNO) Beginning on Page 9. 

Continued on Page 3 
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Membership 

At the National Night Out affair at 

Reisterstown Elementary School on 
August 4, 36 households paid their 

2009-2010 membership dues. Four 

also paid their dues for 2010-2011. 

Of the 790 homes, we have in Chart-
ley we currently have 155 paid up 

households for the current fiscal 

year. This does not count the dues we 
collected at Cleanup Day, because 

this newsletter will be at the printer 

on Cleanup Day. 
Any households that have not paid 

their dues will receive a postcard 

sometime in November. You can 

save the Association the cost of your 
postcard by completing and mailing 

the Membership Application on Page 

14 of this newsletter and mailing it 
along with your check to the Associ-

ation PO box. Again, you may pay 

for both the current year (2009-2010) 

and the next fiscal year (2010-2011.) 
If you have any questions about 

your membership, please call Betsy 

Sloan at 410-833-5523. 

New Homeowner Letter 

The Chartley Homeowners Asso-

ciation (CHA) has developed a 

ñWelcome to the Neighborhoodò 
letter that is delivered to new home-

owners in Chartley. The letter ex-

plains the mission of the CHA, the 
composition of the board of direc-

tors, and the Associationôs standing 

committees. It also explains the pur-

pose of the Citizen on Patrol (COP) 
and of course, The Chartley Chatter.  

It also covers several major events: 

the National Night Out, the Commu-
nity Yard Sale and Cleanup Day. In 

addition, it points out the availability 

of the memorial scholarships. 

Of course, the letter explains the 
dues structure of the Association and 

since they are new members, the let-

ter offers the new homeowner a free 
membership for the remainder of the 

current fiscal year. All the new 

homeowner has to do is complete an 
attached membership application and 

mail it to the Association. 

If you are aware of a new home-

owner in your neighborhood, you can 
email President Sonia (ka-

kanya@gmail.com) or the Chatter 

Staff (chatterstaff@verizon.net) and 
we will make sure that the new 

homeowner receives a ñWelcome to 

the Neighborhoodò letter. 

Community Yard Sale 

Although the rain came to Chartley 
a little early on Saturday, September 

26, the community yard sale ap-

peared to be a great success. Many 

ñYard Sellersò were out early in the 
morning watching car after car stop 

in front of their house, shop and 

drive away with some of their most 
precious items. J  

During a cruise through the neigh-

borhood, we counted at least 58 

homes that participated in the sale. 
Many homeowners said they did 

very well on the sale and are looking 

forward to next year. 

One problem we might have next 

year is finding someone to oversee 
this worthwhile event. We see many 

yards sale each weekend in Chartley 

so surely there must be someone in 

the community that would like to 
take the lead on this project.  

We would like to thank President 

Sonia for the great job she did this 
year. 

Citizens on Patrol 

Crime Prevention Tips 

Halloween, Thanksgiving, and the 

Holiday Season are just around the 
corner. While all of these events are 

a time of celebration, they also 

represent a time to take a moment 
and reflect on some ways to prevent 

you or your family from becoming 

the victim of a crime. Listed below 
are some very effective ways that 

you can protect yourself, your home, 

your community, and your loved 

ones. You can also find these tips on 
the CHA website. 

Halloween and Holiday Safety 

Tips 

Halloween 

¶ Make sure your children are 
dressed in reflective, flame retar-
dant clothing. 

¶ Provide your children with a 
flashlight. 

¶ Check childrenôs clothing for 
proper fit ï the main cause of in-
juries on Halloween is from child-
ren tripping on long costumes. 

¶ Accompany your children when-
ever possible. 

¶ Have children trick-or-treat in 
groups. 

¶ Have trick-or-treaters carry a cell 
phone if possible. 

¶ Instruct children to observe their 
surroundings and avoid houses 
that do have outside lights on. 

¶ Inspects all treats and discard any 
that are not enclosed in sealed 
wrappers.

nutes to review the bylaw changes on  
Page 8 of this issue and come to the 

meeting ready to discuss and vote on 

the changes. 
Please check out our website, 

www.marylandtowns.com/cha, 

which provides a lot of information 

about the organization. Also, re-
member that you are not bound by 

restrictive covenants as a member of 

the organization because there arenôt 
any covenants. As homeowners, we 

only need to abide by the limitations 

of prevailing law. 
Please do not hesitate to contact 

me at kakanya@gmail.com with any 

suggestions, comments or concerns. 

You can also reach me through the 
CHA website. 

Thanks for your support! 
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Holiday Season 

General 

¶ Always be alert to your surround-

ings. 

¶ If you see a suspicious person or 

vehicle in your neighborhood, al-
ways call 911 immediately. 

¶ If you see or hear something sus-

picious around your home/car, use 

the ñpanicò button on your car 
keys to frighten criminals away. 

¶ If away from home for even a few 

hours, keep inside lights, televi-

sion, or radio turned on. If you are 

going to be away for an extended 
period, the use of programmable 

timers is also recommended par-

ticularly. 

¶ Keep outside lights on after dark, 

preferably motion detector light-

ing which saves electricity. The 

outside lighting should illuminate 
all doors, windows, vehicles, and 

out buildings. 

¶ Always lock all doors and win-

dows. Donôt forget to do the same 

for all cars and out buildings. 

¶ If you are away for an extended 

period, ask a neighbor or friend to 

watch your home. Never leave 

your keys under the doormat, 
planter, or in the mailbox. Give 

them to the trusted friend or 

neighbor and always provide a 
number where you can be reached 

while you are away. 

¶ Stop your mail and newspapers 

when away from home for an ex-

tended period of time. 

¶ Reinforce the locks of sliding 

doors and windows by placing a 

bar securely in the track. 

¶ Remove or cut back trees or 

shrubbery around your home that 
block windows or doors. 

¶ Never give personal information 

to anyone you do not know and 

never provide such information 
when using a cordless telephone 

or cell phone. 

¶ Avoid leaving bill payments in 

your mailbox for the mail carrier. 

Take them to the post office in-

stead. Remember that they con-

tain account numbers and other 
personal information. 

¶ Never leave valuables or electron-

ic equipment, including garage 

door openers, in plain sight in un-
attended vehicles. 

¶ Call the Franklin Police Station 

Community Outreach Office at 

(410)-887-6985 to set up an ap-

pointment for a free home securi-
ty survey. This is an excellent op-

portunity to protect your home 

and property.  

When Shopping 

¶ Always be alert to your surround-

ings. 

¶ Park your car only in well-lit 

areas. 

¶ Avoid parking beside a vehicle 

larger or longer than your own. 

¶ Shop in pairs or groups, particu-

larly after dark. 

¶ Carry a cell phone and report sus-

picious activity by dialing 911 
immediately. 

¶ Avoid carrying large amounts of 

cash ï use debit card or credit 

card instead. 

¶ Store purchased items in trunk of 

car or out of sight. 

¶ Never leave valuables or electron-

ic equipment, including garage 

door openers, in plain sight in un-

attended vehicles. 

¶ Do not give your social security 

number to anyone. A legitimate 

business or organization should 

not need your social security 
number. 

¶ Check all credit charges against 

your monthly credit card state-

ment. If there are suspicious 
charges or if you cannot reconcile 

your account, immediately call 

your credit card company. 

¶ Most retailers black our all but the 

last four digits on account num-

bers on receipts. Shred all receipts 

or carbon copies when finished 

with them. 

¶ For extra security, consider using 

a separate credit card for shopping 
online and use that card only for 

that purpose. Check all such pur-

chases carefully against the 
monthly card statement.  

¶ Women should never place their 
purse in a shopping cart. Leaving 

a purse in a shopping cart is an 

easy target for a thief. Ideally, a 
purse with a shoulder strap should 

be used and worn under a coat. If 

you have a cell phone, carry it in a 

coat pocket instead of leaving it in 

your purse. 

 

Reisterstown Senior Center 

News 

Membership registration for 2010 

begins October 1, 2009. All adult age 

60 or older are eligible to joinð
Come join the fun.  

Last October the center started 

with 411 member and we are now at 
636 an increase of 225 new mem-

bers. Our goal for this year is 800. 

Activities include: 

¶ Fitness and exercise programs 

¶ Educational, art, craft classes 

¶ Travel scheduled for Lorenzo's 

Dinner theatre, Hershey Park & 

Hollywood Casino 

¶ Ghost Tours of Baltimore 

Upcoming Events: 

October 6, 10:30 am ï Councilman 

Kevin Kamenetzôs visit 

October 24, 10:00 am ï 3:00 pm ï 
Crab-Fest 

October 26 ï Flu Clinic 

October 29 ï Halloween Dance 

"When you are dead, your sister's 
tears will dry as time goes on, your 
widow's tears will cease in another's 
arms, but your mother will mourn 
you until she dies." (Arabic proverb)  
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